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Dr. Robert J. Pirkle has focused his formal training in chemistry in the area of the geochemistry 
of subsurface sediments and water, particularly as applied to the formation, accumulation and 
microseepage of petroleum and its detection in near surface sediments as a petroleum 
exploration tool.  This experience has been extended to applications involving monitoring and 
remediation of stored petroleum products in near surface caverns and salt dome storage wells, 
underground storage tanks, landfills and other environmental applications.  To enable these 
interests, Dr. Pirkle founded and has developed a nationally recognized environmental services 
company, Microseeps, Inc., which has the capability to design, plan and execute pertinent 
investigations and further to interpret and report findings to interested parties on a national and 
international scale.   
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The University of Western Ontario  
- London, Ontario, Canada 
Doctor of Philosophy – 1973 
Major - Chemistry 
 

Auburn University - Auburn, AL 
Bachelor of Science 
Major - Chemistry 
 

Auburn University - Auburn, AL 
Master of Science 
Major - Chemistry 
 

Cornell University - Ithaca, NY 
Postdoctoral Studies and Research Associateship 
Chemistry & Applied Physics 
 

 
Professional Experience: 
 
Microseeps, Inc., 1985 - present 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
 
Houston Area Research Center, Geotechnical Research Institute  
Houston, TX, 1985 - 1990 
Senior Research Associate/Consultant 
 
Gulf Research & Development Company, Exploration Research Division, 
Pittsburgh, PA 1977 – 1985, 
Geochemistry Program, Director 
 
Memberships:  
 
 American Association of Petroleum Geologists 
 American Chemical Society 
 National Ground Water Association 
 Groundwater Resources Association of California 
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